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Role of Central Armed Police Forces in India's Internal Security

India was partitioned in the
backdrop of large-scale communal riots, but the
partition of the country on religious lines,
without taking into consideration its multiple
identities, instead of bringing the communal
tensions down, in fact, worsened the situation.
The two-nation theory created Pakistan, and it
still survives on this theory. Pakistan finds it
difficult to accept the reality that India continues
to be a democratic, plural, multi religious society
and that India today has more Muslim citizens
than Pakistan. The Government of Pakistan has
taken upon itself the responsibility of not only
protecting its own citizens, but also the Indian
Muslims. The power structure in theocratic
Pakistan, dominated by the army, the feudal
landlords, the bureaucracy and the religious
leaders has been able to retain its hold over the
levers of power by playing the anti- India and
Islamic cards. Pakistan plays the Islamic card in its
foreign policy also. It misses no opportunity to
club India as an anti-Islamic country where
Muslims are not safe. The continuing tensions
between India and Pakistan have a direct bearing
on the internal situation in India. They have
further complicated the internal security
situation.

The management of internal
security, therefore, assumes great importance. If
the internal security issues are tackled
effectively, subversion by the external forces to
that extent becomes more difficult.
Unfortunately, the rise of contentious politics
based on sectarian, ethnic, linguistic or other
divisive criteria, is primarily responsible for the
many communal and secessionist movements
flourishing in India. The presence of hostile
neighbours enables the internal conflicts to get
external support, which includes money, arms
and sanctuaries. The vested interests exploit
these conditions to pursue their own agenda.

Internal security is the security of
the country within its borders. It basically implies

Shivam Kumar

(M) 7838606201
maintenance of peace, law and order, and
upholding the sovereignty of the country within
its territory. It comes under the purview of the
police which is supported by the Central Armed
Police Forces who are specially trained for this
purpase. Ministry of Home Affairs takes care of
theinternal security in India.

Over the years, India's internal
security problems have multiplied due to
linguistic riots, interstate disputes,, caste and
ethnic tensions, communalism etc. In 1956 the
country was forced to redefine its boundaries
due to linguistic riots. The Naga leadership under
Z.A. Phizo had challenged their integration into
the Indian Union even before India became
independent in 1947. The Naga insurgency
started way back in the early 1950s. Since then
the insurgencies in this region have multiplied
and spread to many new areas. In this extremely
diverse and strategically sensitive region, there
are different reasons for the ethnic upsurges and
insurgencies in different states. Some seek
secession from the Indian Union, some others
seek separate states and yet others greater
autonomy within the existing state. In Manipur
alone, more than twenty-five groups are
operating. Thousands have died in the
insurgency-related violence. Insurgencies have
seriously affected the economic life of the
region. The whole developmental process is
seriously hampered because of this unending
violence. One can imagine the plight of the
people who are already living on the margin.

The later part of the seventies
saw the rise of Naxalism. Making a beginning in
Naxalbari in West Bengal and Telangana in
Andhra Pradesh in the 1970s, the movement has
since spread to many states: Bihar, Jharkhand,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Orissa. The
root cause for the rise in Left extremism is the
inability of the states to address the many
genuine grievances of the people. The gap
between the unrealistic expectations, fuelled by
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populist rhetoric, and their actual fulfilment has
increased and not decreased over the years. The
younger generation is no longer willing to put up
passively with injustice and humiliation without
a fight. The bitterness of the angry young man
against the prevailing unjust socio-economic
system is spilling over. An educational system
which produces unemployable young boys and
girls has not helped. Pressure on land has made
the task of survival on agriculture more difficult,
In 2006, then prime Minister even admitted that
naxalism was perhaps the biggest challenge to
country'sinternal security.

The eighties witnessed the
growth of the terrorist movement in Punjab,
aided and abetted by our hostile neighbour. The
nineties saw the beginning of militancy in
Kashmir which has slowly become a pan-India
phenomena with the onslaught of terrorism in
the hinterland in the last decade, It has not been
able to achieve its objective through wars with
India. So, it has started a proxy war since 1989,
Waging of a proxy war fits into the Pakistani
designs of bleeding India. Unfortunately, the
weaknesses of the state and of the
administrative systems have provided Pakistan
with opportunities to fish in troubled waters.
More interested in perpetuating their rule than
governing the state, its rulers have been
exploiting regional and religious differences.
Anti-national forces thrived in this environment
and Pakistan has missed no opportunity to
support and encourage them. One of Pakistan's
main aims is to divide the polity on communal
lines.

Transanational organised
criminals have given further boost to
international terrorism by forging linkages
between organised crime and terrorism. Their
funding and modus operandi has mainly been
arms smuggling, drugs trafficking, hawala
transactions, money laundering, and pumping of
fake Indian currency notes to different parts of
India. Cyber security is the latest challenge.We
could be the target of a cyber war which could
jeopardise our security as most of our vital
installations are now based on cyber system.The

Snowden revelations of 2013 have exposed the
extent of espionage that is possible through
cyber networks. The phenomenal growth of
smart phones, internet and social media can
largely inflate the violent ideas among the youth
.The exodus of northeast students from the
southern states in 2012 and the Muzaffarnagar
riots in 2013 are some examples of the problems
being created by the fast flow of disinformation.

Border management is also a
quintessential element to control the threats to
our internal security. A weak border
management can result in the infiltration of
terrorists and illegal immigrants from various
border and smuggling of contraband items like
drugs, arms and counterfeit currency.

To counter these grave tasks of internal
security is being carried out by the police
administration along with the able assistance of
Central Armed Police Forces who are specially
trained for this purpose. Central Armed Police
Forces were formerly referred as Paramilitary
Forces however from March 2011, Ministry of
Home Affairs adopted a uniform nomenclature
of Central Armed Police Forces(CAPFs) for five
forces namely: CRPF, BSF, ITBP, CISF, SSB . each of
the five wings of CAPFs works in nexus with the
police administration to protect the integrity and
soverignity of our Indian states.

Border security Force (BSF)

Till 1965 India's borders with Pakistan
were manned by the State Armed Police
Battalion. Pakistan attacked Sardar Post, Chhar
Bet and Beria Bet on 9 April, 1965 in Kutch. This
exposed the inadequacy of the State Armed
Police to cope with armed aggression due to
which the Government of India felt the need for a
specialized centrally controlled Border Security
Force, which would be armed and trained to man
the International Border with Pakistan. As a
result of the recommendations of the
Committee of Secretaries, the Border Security
Force came into existence on 01 Dec 1965, and
Shri K F Rustamji was the first chief and founding
father. Shri K K Sharma, IPS is current Director
General of the BSF. The BSF, in its 53rd years of
existence, has emerged as an elite force of the
country having excelled with distinction in the
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Role of Central Armed Police Forces in India's Internal Security

India was partitioned in the
backdrop of large-scale communal riots, but the
partition of the country on religious lines,
without taking into consideration its multiple
identities, instead of bringing the communal
tensions down, in fact, worsened the situation.
The two-nation theory created Pakistan, and it
still survives on this theory, Pakistan finds it
difficult to accept the reality that India continues
to be a democratic, plural, multi religious society
and that India today has more Muslim citizens
than Pakistan. The Government of Pakistan has
taken upon itself the responsibility of not only
protecting its own citizens, but also the Indian
Muslims. The power structure in theocratic
Pakistan, dominated by the army, the feudal
landlords, the bureaucracy and the religious
leaders has been able to retain its hold over the
levers of power by playing the anti- India and
Islamic cards. Pakistan plays the Islamiccard inits
foreign policy also. It misses no opportunity to
club India as an anti-Islamic country where
Muslims are not safe. The continuing tensions
between India and Pakistan have a direct bearing
on the internal situation in India. They have
further complicated the internal security
situation.

The management of internal
security, therefore, assumes great importance. If
the internal security issues are tackled
effectively, subversion by the external forces to
that extent becomes more difficult.
Unfortunately, the rise of contentious politics
based on sectarian, ethnic, linguistic or other
divisive criteria, is primarily responsible for the
many communal and secessionist movements
flourishing in India. The presence of hostile
neighbours enables the internal conflicts to get
external support, which includes money, arms
and sanctuaries. The vested interests exploit
these conditions to pursue their own agenda.

Internal security is the security of
the country within its borders. It basically implies

Shivam Kumar
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maintenance of peace, law and order, and
upholding the sovereignty of the country within
its territory. It comes under the purview of the
police which is supported by the Central Armed
Police Forces who are specially trained for this
purpose. Ministry of Home Affairs takes care of
the internal security in India,

Over the years, India's internal
security problems have multiplied due to
linguistic riots, interstate disputes,, caste and
ethnic tensions, communalism etc. In 1956 the
country was forced to redefine its boundaries
due to linguistic riots. The Naga leadership under
Z.A. Phizo had challenged their integration into
the Indian Union even before India became
independent in 1947. The Naga insurgency
started way back in the early 1950s, Since then
the insurgencies in this region have multiplied
and spread to many new areas. In this extremely
diverse and strategically sensitive region, there
are different reasons for the ethnic upsurges and
insurgencies in different states. Some seek
secession from the Indian Union, some others
seek separate states and yet others greater
autonomy within the existing state. In Manipur
alone, more than twenty-five groups are
operating. Thousands have died in the
insurgency-related violence, Insurgencies have
seriously affected the economic life of the
region. The whole developmental process is
seriously hampered because of this unending
violence. One can imagine the plight of the
people who are already living on the margin.

The later part of the seventies
saw the rise of Naxalism. Making a beginning in
Naxalbari in West Bengal and Telangana in
Andhra Pradesh in the 1970s, the movement has
since spread to many states: Bihar, Jharkhand,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Orissa. The
root cause for the rise in Left extremism is the
inability of the states to address the many
genuine grievances of the people. The gap
between the unrealistic expectations, fuelled by
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1971 war with Pakistan. Its ethos is “Anytask,
anytime, anywhere” and the BSF has given blood
and sweat to execute its motto “Jeevan Paryant
Kartavya”,

The BSF has its own cadre of officers but
its head, designated as a Director-General (DG),
since its raising has been an officer from the
Indian Police Service. It is an Armed Force of the
Union of India tasked with various assignments
from time to time. The BSF has grown
exponentially from a few battalions in 1965, to
186 battalions with a sanctioned strength of
257,363 personnel including an expanding air
wing, marine wing, artillery regiments, and
commando units. It currently stands as the
world's largest border guarding force. BSF has
been termed as the First Line of Defence of
Indian Territories and mans the Indo-Pak and
Indo-Bangladesh Border.

During the Kargil conflict in May-July
1999, the BSF remained on the heights of
mountains and defended the integrity of our
country in unison with the army.BSF personnel
have been performing Internal Security Duty in
Manipur from the last two years and have been
successfully fighting insurgency in those areas.
During the earthquake and communal violence
in Gujarat BSF was the first to reach out to help
the distressed people. The BSF took over the
erection of border fencing in Jammu and Kashmir
and is successfully checking the infiltration on
the borders of Pakistan and Bangladesh borders.

Recently Govt has sanctioned Rs 2,090
crore to raise six new BSF battalions for Pakistan,
Bangladesh Borders. In a bid to successfully man
the post of Hindumalkot in Rajasthan BSF has
started using COBRA wires which are high
voltage wires to curb Pakistani infiltration,

Central Reserve Police Force{CRPF)

The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
is the premier central police force of the Union of
India for internal security. Originally constituted
as the Crown Representative Police in 1939, it is
one of the oldest Central paramilitary forces

(now termed as Central Armed Police Force),
CRPF was raised as a sequel to the political unrest
and the agitations in the then princely States of
India following the Madras Resolution of the All-
India Congress Committee in 1936 and the ever-
growing desire of the Crown Representative to
help the vast majority of the native States to
preserve law and order as a part of the imperial
policy. After Independence, the force was
renamed as Central Reserve Police Force by an
Act of Parliament on December 28, 1949. This
Act constituted CRPF as an armed force of the
Union. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, the then Home
Minister, visualised a multi-dimensional role for
it in tune with the changing needs of a newly
independent nation.

During the early 1950s, the
performance of the CRPF detachments in Bhuj,
the then Patiala and East Punjab state Union
(PEPSU) and Chambal ravines was appreciated
by ail quarters. The force played a significant role
during the amalgamation of the princely States
into the Indian Union. Soon after Independence,
contingents of the CRPF were sent on Kutch,
Rajasthan and Sindh borders to check infiltration
and trans-border crimes. They were,
subsequently, deployed on the Pakistan border
in Jammu and Kashmir following attacks
launched by the Pakistani infiltrators, The CRPF
bore the brunt of the first Chinese attack on India
at Hot Springs (Ladakh) on October 21, 1959. A
small CRPF patrol was ambushed by the Chinese
in which ten of its men made their supreme
sacrifice for the country. Their martyrdom on
October 21 is remembered throughout the
country as the Police Commemoration Day every
year.

Besides, CRPF personnel were also sent
to Haiti, Namibia, Somalia and Maldives to deal
with law and order situation there, as a part of
the UN Peace Keeping Force. Of late CRPF has
also been deployed to provide security to the
Indian embassy at Iraq.This is the only CAPF to
have a pan India presence. It is highly
professional and works in complete harmony
with the state police, It has now grown into a big
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organization with 243 battalions and a strength
of more than 3.25 lacs soldiers.

The multifaceted roles of CRPF includes
Crowd control, riot control, counter Millitancy /
Insurgency operations, dealing with Left Wing
Extremism, overall co-ordination of large scale
security arrangement specially with regard to
elections in disturbed areas, protection of VIPs
and vital installations, Checking environmental
de-gradation and protection of local Flora and
Fauna, fighting aggression during War time and
participating in UN Peace Keeping Mission,
playing a crucial role in conduction the general
elections peacefully.

From Jharkhand's perspective the
presence of CRPF is of utmost importance citing
the fact that it is one of the worst hit states by
naxalism. 19 districts of Jharkhand are among
the red corridor list. With the introduction of
surrender policy and steps taken by the
government to bring these naxals in the
mainstream of society, there have been
significant decline in their numbers. The
dangerous activities of the naxalites have
claimed the lives of many CRPF personnels the
recent being the death of 9 CRPF jawans in
Sukma district of Chhattisgarh.There have been
numerous injury and fatal cases to CRPF jawans
due to the violent attitude of stone pelters in
Kashmir valley. However their bravery and
immense courage has led to the decrease in the
number of red corridor districts from 75 in 2015
toS58in 2017,

Central industrial security Force(CISF)

The CISF came into existence in 1969
with a modest beginning, having three
battalions, to provide integrated security cover
to the Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) which,
in those years, occupied the “commanding
heights” of the economy. In a span of four
decades, the Force has grown several folds to
reach one lakh forty one thousand seven
hundred and thirty five personnel today. With
globalization and liberalization of the economy,

CISF is no longer a PSU-centric organization.
Instead, it has become a premier multi-skilled
security agency of the country, mandated to
provide security to major critical infrastructure
installations of the country in diverse areas. CISF
is currently providing security cover to nuclear
installations, space establishments, airports,
seaports, power plants, sensitive Government
buildings and ever heritage monuments. Among
the important responsibilities recently entrusted
to the CISF are the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation,
VIP Security, Disaster Management and
establishment of a Formed Police Unit (FPU) of
the UN at Haiti.

It is a testimony to the level of
professional competence and standing acquired
by the Force over the decades that its services
are being sought for consultancy by the private
sector also, Over the years, the CISF has provided
Consultancy Services to more than 140 different
organizations, including those in the private
sector. After the Mumbai terrorist attack on
November 2008, the mandate of the force has
been broadened to provide direct security cover
to private sector also. The CISF Act has been
amended, heralding a new chapter in the
glorious history of the Force. Post this CISF is also
providing security to the Infosys Mysore,
Reliance Refinery Jamnagar etc. Post the death
of the student in Ryan International school
Gurugram, CISF also provides security cover to
some premier schools of our country.

The CISF is in charge of airport security
at all commercial airports in India. Airport
security, in the past, was under the control of
airport police (under the relevant state
government). However, following the hijacking
of Indian Airlines Flight 814 in 1999, the topic of
handing over security of the airports to the CISF
was first proposed. While this proposal lay low
for the next two years, the central government
decided to respond to the security threat faced
by all major nations of the world after the 2001
terrorist attacks happened in the United States (
September 11, 2001 ) and decided to adopt the
suggestion. As of now CISF is protecting a total of
59 international and domestic airports in the
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country.

Security on the Delhi Metro is handled
by the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF),
who have been guarding the system ever since
they took over from the Delhi Police in 2007.
Closed-circuit cameras are used to monitor
trains and stations, and feed from these is
monitored by both the CISF and Delhi Metro
authorities at their respective control rooms
.Over 3500 CISF personnel have been deployed
to deal with law and order issues in the system.
Recently premier institutions of India like 1ITs and
IIMs have also demanded for the assistance of
CISF for security cover in their campus.,

The Fire wing which is an integral part of
Central Industrial Security Force is the largest,
well trained and equipped, fire fighting force in
the Government Sector. It is known as an
outstanding fire fighting force having an enviable
record. It is providing fire coverage to
Establishments varying from power plants,
Refineries, Petro-Chemicals, fertilizers, Steel
Plants Surface Transport, Heavy Industries,
Space Application Centre etc. In 2006, Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF), on the basis of
recommendations of the Intelligence Bureau,
raised a special unit called Special Security Group
(SSG) to provide security cover to persons
nominated by the Home Ministry. It came into
existence on November 17, 2006. This unit is
responsible for providing physical protection,
evacuation, mobile and static security cover to
persons who have been nominated by the Home
Ministry.

As Jharkhand is full of mines and
minerals so CISF plays a crucial role in imparting
security cover to the mines of Jharkhand
especially those like in Kargali which are in the
naxal hit region. Apart from this it also provides
security cover to the factories like HEC, Bokaro
steel plant etc,

Indo Tibetan Bo TBP

Indo-Tibetan Border Police was raised
on October 24, 1962. ITBP was initially raised
under the CRPF Act. However, in 1992,
parllament enacted the ITBPF Act and rules there
under were framed in 1994. ITBP is a multi-
dimensional force. Presently Battalions of ITBP

deployed on Border Guarding Duties from
Karakoram Pass in Ladakh to Jachep La in
Arunachal Pradesh covering 3488 KM of India
China Border are manning Border Out Posts atan
altitude ranging from 9000 ft to 18500 ft in the
Western, Middle & Eastern Sector of India China
Border. ITBP is basically a mountain trained Force
and most of the officers & men are professionally
trained Mountaineers and Skiers,. They have
scaled more than 140 Himalayan peaks including
Mt. Everest Four times ( Recent successful
expeditionin April-May, 2012),.

The border posts manned by ITBP are
exposed to high velocity storms, snow blizzards,
avalanches, and landslides, besides the hazards
of high altitude and conducts Long Range and
Short Range patrols to keep an effective vigil on
inaccessible extreme cold, where temperature
dips up to minus 40 degree Celsius. ITBP and
unmanned areas on the border. To maintain
optimum operational efficiency of troops,
periodical tactical exercises are conducted
independently as well as jointly with Army.

New challenging role that has emerged
for ITBP is disaster management. Being the first
responder for natural Disaster in Himalayas, ITBP
was the first to establish 06 ( Now 08) Regional
Response Centres in HP, Uttarakhand and North
East and carried out numerous rescue and relief
operations in various disaster situations, which
took place in our areas of responsibility as well as
other parts of the country. ITBP has already
trained 1032 personnel in Disaster Management
including 98 personnel in Radiological and
Chemical/biological emergencies.

Presently ITBP Commandos are
providing security to Embassy of India
Kabul,Consulate General of India, Jalalabad and
Kandahar in Afghanistan since November, 2002.
Besides this 02 Companys of ITBP are providing
security to BRO personnel for their Delaram,
Zaranj road construction project in Afghanistan
since July 2004.

ITBP has also excelled in UN peace
keeping operation. The Force personnel have
been deployed for peacekeeping operations in
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Angola, Namibia, Cambodia, Bosnia &
Herzegovina, Mozambique and Kosovo.
Presently 01 coy of ITBP is deployed in United
Nation Mission in Congo since November,
2005. ITBP is also providing security to the
pilgrims during Annual Kailash Mansarovar
Yatra from 1981. ITBP provides communication,
security and medical cover to the yatries from
Gunji to Lipulekh Pass and back to Guniji in co-
ordination with MEA and Kumaon Mandal vikas
Nigam.

The motto of the ITBP “Shaurya
Dridhata karmnistha” has always inspired its
men in accepting challenges and bringing
laurels to the nation and so they are rightly
called the “Himveers”.

Sashatra Seema Bal(SSB)

SSB is a border guarding force under the
administrative control of Ministry of Home
Affairs. It was set up in early 1963 in the wake of
Sino-Indian War the primary work of SSB was to
provide armed support for RAW and to
inculcate feelings of national belongingness in
the border population and develop their
capabilities by consistent motivation., training,
development and welfare through various Civic
Action Programmes.

Currently It undertakes the daunting
task of manning the open borders of Indo-
Nepal and Indo Bhutan. The 2450 kms long
Indo- Nepal and Indo- Bhutan border is more
challenging as the open border not only
provides alluring encouragement to traffickers
and smugglers but, also offers huge
opportunities for militants trained on foreign
soil to infiltrate and pose a serious threat to
national security. It is extremely difficult to seal
the entire border effectively owing to its
porosity and visa free regime on one hand and
social economic and cultural relationship of
bordering countries on the other, but SSB, by
virtue of its enormous past experience of
working at grass root level in remote areas, is
able to muster people's support and
cooperation besides physically guarding the
border and maintaining its sanctity.

SSB is now spread along the
International border across Uttarakhand, UP,
Bihar, West Bengal, Sikkim, Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh. SSB's present charter of
duties is to safeguard the security of assigned
borders of India and promote sense of security
among the people living in border areas,
prevent trans-border crimes, smuggling and
any other jllegal activities, prevent
unauthorized entry into or exit from the
territory of India and carry out civic action
programme in the area of responsibility.

The importance of internal security is in no way
less important than India 's external security. A
vibrant Internal Security Doctrine should
include the following key elements : Political,
Socio-economic, Governance, Police and
Security forces, Intelligence, Border
Management and Cyber Security. Though
maintaining law and order comes under the
state list but this tedious task is jointly
undertaken by the state police forces along
with the able assistance of CAPFs. CAPFs
perform multifaceted roles to protect our
country from internal and external threats. In
recent times the government has
acknowledged the importance of CAPFs and
government is taking steps for its
modernisation which will enable them to work
more efficiently. Their pan India presence
ensure that their is a sense of peace and
harmony among the citizens. For their better
functioning the government shall motivate the
forces financially and morally. The government
shall also strive to cope up with issues like
unfriendly neighbours, poverty,
unemployment , inequitable growth,
increasing communal divide and casteism with
sound and full proof strategies. All these
together will combine to achieve an efficient
internal security standard for India.
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